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Pentwater Winter; A Beauty with Promise

As | look out of my office wind ow this morning, | see the
snow blanketed putt-putt course. As excited as | am to
work to the background noise of happy kids enjoying
the sunshine this summer, | am content in marveling at
the beauty of a Pentwater winter.

As a pragmatist, | recognize that there are a lot of things
about winter that are not beautiful. In fact, as the Village
Manager, the recent snowstorms have brought me
sleepless nights and endless worry about clear roads
and sidewalks, down lines, power outages, and the
effects of it all on the community.

However, as | look around the Village, | see kids sledding
on the Village Green, neighbors shoveling snow for each
other, friends walking together in the cold, and a horse
drawn carriage during Christmas in the Village. | truly
cannot think of anything more beautiful. It is beauty like
this, coupled with the giving spirit of downtown
businesses and the dedication of year-round residents
that bring so much promise to winters in Pentwater.
While many businesses close and residents leave, we
should not discount the vitality and joy that remains.

Highlighting the beauty and charm of Pentwater in the
winter cannot be done by just a few organizations, it
quite literally takes a Village.

It takes a Village to shop locally so our stores can justify
staying open.

It takes a Village to tell others about the “Hallmark
Town” they absolutely must see blanketed in snow.

It takes a Village to create the kind of welcoming
community people want to come back to year after
year.

So, thank you for shopping local.

Thank you for telling others about Pentwater.

Thank you for making Pentwater the community it is.

Rachel Witherspoon
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| Dredging: Letter Writing
Campaign

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has
not allocated any funds for dredging the
Pentwater Channel in 2025. Despite this, the
shoreline continues to erode and the water level
is decreasing rapidly. Without action, the
channel entrance may be left critically shallow
and restrict some vessels from entering.

In a hope to secure funding, the Protect
Pentwater Harbor Channel Committee has
started a letter writing campaign to write the
Pentwater Federal and State Representatives
requesting funding. To join this effort, you can
find a letter template and contact information
on the Pentwater Village website homepage.

Why is dredging important?

Pentwater’'s summer tourism depends largely on
the viability of the Pentwater Channel. The
traditional sailboat races, charter fishing trips,
and even regular everyday boating rely on the
depth of the channel being sufficient enough to
pass through. As waves and winds continually
move more sand into the channel, it often is
required to be moved out to achieve sufficient
depth.

As a recreational port, the USACE does not
prioritize Pentwater, it is up to us to show them
why they should. Thank you for joining our
mission and supporting the effort to protect the
channel!

Snow Reminders

Winter weather is fully upon us and
with it comes a few important
reminders:

o Tickets will be given to those who
park on Village streets during
snow.

e Please stay away from down
powerlines. If it is down over a road,
please call the Village at (231) 869-
8301 and we will call to get it
cleared.

o Please use caution when going
outside or driving in winter storms
or extreme cold.

e Please wear something
bright/reflective for safety when
walking or riding in the dark.

Short Term Rentals

Short term rental applications are
currently being processed and
reviewed. As part of the review,
maximum occupancy rates are
calculated for each rental.

The ordinance sets a clear calculation: 2
persons per bedroom or sleeping room
plus 2 additional persons.

Utilizing this calculation, many of the
maximum occupancy rates have
changed. While the majority have
actually increased, some have
decreased. If you have any questions
or concerns, please contact the Village
Manager at
rwitherspoon@pentwatervillage.org or
(231) 869-8301 Ext. 1.
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